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Editorial

Counting Blessings in Troubled Times

As the wheel of civilization turns in a fervent the evil. That is as reassuring as it is faith
pace and as the new chapters and pages get addinducing in human being's innate sense of bear-
ed to our history in rapid succession, it becomes ing. Our collective experience through the ages
increasingly important to pause and reflect on has made us instinctively reliant on the positives
the direction we are headed. Some say humanity our goodness brings to the society. This is what
is on an endless journey to divinity through the we have learned as we progressed through vari-
alleyways of genesis, evolution, and redemption. ous tumultuous phases of history. The strength
Some doubt that. No matter where we are in the collective will of "many" against that of a
headed, the road ahead is not clear. Despite the"few"; the influence of soulful humanity of
advancement we have made inour understand-i many 6 over the soull e
ing of the world and the universe, and the the choice is relatively clear. And, more often
collective strides we have taken in developing than not, so is the outcome.
our understanding for each other, the ride has
not been particularly smooth. In fact, looking
around the world, it seems that this ride we are As the scorching heat of summer gives way to
onwith our fellow earthlings is getting precari- the breezy coolness of autumn, as the sticky salt-
ous with each passing day. iness of our skin meltsinto the fragrant anticipa-
tion of hope for a new beginning, | feel tempted
to suggest- count your blessings. Ma Durga has
Religious beliefs, philosophical ideas, financial arrived! We wait patiently for this day each year
greed, political maneuverings, and territorial when we welcome Ma Durgatinashini in all her
interests are colliding with each other all over splendor and glory. We get the opportunity to
the world. The concept of life is being routinely clear our minds and souls, surrender our fear
challenged, and is being slowly replaced with the and unease, and seek blessings for a new begin-
emptiness of death and despair in an utterly ran- ning. It is not a religion for us - it is a way of life.
dom fashion. There is a severe lack of leadershipBengalis all over the world know how to press
in every sphere of our lives worldwide. When the reset button right around this time. This is
humanity loses its way, it becomes critical that probably the most opportune time of the year for
its leaders, teachers, and thinkers take control. us to count our blessings.
Do you see that happening? | keep looking, but |
do not see it. In times like this, one wonders

about counting oneds b En@gy@qrguggg Puja like it is the one that real-
ly mattered to you in a long time. May Ma Durga

bless you all.
The battle between good and evil is not a new
one. It has been fought many times in different
corners of the world in many different ways. Hu-
man history is filled with countless acts of euvil
deeds and, mercifully, even more acts of good
deeds. No matter which era of civilization we
examine, we see the consistency of one outcome

over the long run - good always comes ahead of - for Kheya Editorial Board

Soumitra Guha
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